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Hello, I hope you all are off to a wonderful start into 2016.  
The start of a New Year can be a promising time of new 
beginnings.  New Year’s resolutions are made, goals are 
set, thoughts of how to make personal changes or improve 
one’s self often cross our minds.  As parents of school-
aged children, we are also thinking of how this year will be 
different for my child, or what can I do differently this year 
to continue to enhance their lives and education?  

With today’s digital world often consuming free time out 
of the classroom, we sometimes forget about the simple 
activities that can provide a memorable and educational 
experience for our students. As parents, it is important 
to encourage activities that promote learning beyond the 
classroom.  These educational moments can have just as 
much of an impact on our students lives. One of the most 
accessible experiences for our students is reading. In a 
time when we can be easily dazzled by the lure and glitz of 
electronic devices, let’s never forget the value of a book in 
one’s hand. A new book can take a reader on an adventure, 
teach one a valuable life lesson, or teach about another 
part of the world or culture.  Literature is a powerful tool 
and it is proven that students who read for pleasure outside 
of school become more successful learners in school. The 
phrase “Leaders are Readers and Readers become Leaders” 
rings true. 

By providing outstanding instruction to our youngest 
learners beginning in Kindergarten and throughout their 
subsequent 13 years of schooling in PDSD, we should 
expect continued impressive academic results from SV 
students that in turn reflects well upon the knowledge and 
skills they developed during their formative years in our 
district. 
 
I am looking forward to getting the 2015-2016 school year 
started and can’t wait to see our 3400 students return to 
Penn-Delco schools come September 8th. Wishing you an 
enjoyable final month of the summer season. 

Sincerely,
Dr. George Steinhoff
Superintendent of Schools

 



Excellence in Academics

Penn-Delco Adopts Four Schools, One 
Book Program

Imagine a school district where the hot topic of conversation 
throughout the elementary schools is reading! That’s the case 
in the Penn-Delco School District, where students in grades 1-5 
have all begun reading The World According to Humphrey as 
part of the district’s Four Schools, One Book program.

The national campaign, One District, One Book is organized 
by the Virginia-based nonprofit organization Read to Them. 
The organization’s goal is to create a culture of literacy in every 
home and promote family literacy. The program asks families 
to read a children’s novel as a community (everyone reading the 
same book, at the same time, over the course of a month). 
The inaugural phase of the program begun at Penn-Delco with 
everyone in the school community including students, teachers, 
the school nurse, custodians, cafeteria staff, and bus drivers 
reading the same book. Children in first through fifth grade 
all received their very own copy of the first book, The World 
According to Humphrey by Betty Birney. The second book in 
the program will be announced in February. 
Designed to engage parents and build the love of reading among 
students, the program kicked off on October 14 with assemblies 
in the district’s four elementary schools. Students first watched a 
video from the mystery main character’s point of view showing 
him roaming their school. Students at each school cheered when 
it was revealed that the character was Humphrey the hamster 
and that they would be reading a book about him.

Next, students watched a video showing Humphrey author 
Betty G. Birney giving a tour of her writing studio. She talked 
about using her imagination to create stories and explained that 
the idea for the Humphrey book came when she visited her 
son’s science class. She saw animal cages in the classroom and 
imagined seeing the action from the point of view of one of the 
animals. “I love the idea of a whole school community reading 
one book,” she said.

After the assembly, students returned to their classrooms, 
where they heard District Superintendent Dr. George Steinhoff 
do a spirited reading of the first chapter of Humphrey as they 
followed along. Students were fully engaged, and many giggled 
when a stuffed Humphrey made an appearance in the video. 
After finishing the chapter, Steinhoff said, “I encourage you 
to read the rest of the book and find out how it ends. Happy 
reading, everyone!”

Each elementary student across the district received a copy of 
the book, a bookmark, and a reading calendar. Students are 
to read a chapter each evening with a parent or other family 
member. The next day, students will answer a trivia question 
from the chapter, and one student in each grade will win a prize. 
If, for some reason, a student can’t read the book at home, 
teachers at each school have recorded podcasts of the various 
chapters that can be accessed.

Parkside third grader Aaron Freeman 
likes the book because it is about a 
talking hamster that does funny things.  
He adds, “I feel that it’s good that all 
of the schools are reading this book. I 
can meet up with my friends and talk 
about how Humphrey does things in a 
funny way.  I tell them that my favorite 
part so far is when Miranda takes 
Humphrey home and her dog goes up to 
Humphrey’s cage and Humphrey shoots the dog in the nose with a 
rubber band!” 

Parkside first grader, Savannah Schmitz also loves reading about 
Humphrey.  “I like that is about a hamster. My class won trivia 
so we got to have Humphrey in our class for the day,” she said 
referring to a small stuffed animal hamster that makes its way 
around the school.  

The Four Schools, One Book program at Penn-Delco reinforces 
the idea that children who are read to learn to read more easily 
and become better readers. Literacy skills provide the basis for 
a lifetime of learning and productivity. Reading to children for 
15 minutes a day sounds simple, but the results are complex and 
permanent.  Extensive research has shown that if children hear 
words for two minutes daily, they will have heard 180,000 words 
a year, and with five minutes that becomes over 350,000 words in 
a year.  Young children can be read to at any age, even as infants, 
and will internalize the sounds of words with delight as long as the 
duration of reading coincides with a child’s natural attention span.  
Fifteen minutes a day is a small investment in time that yields 
substantial benefits for a lifetime - like a 401k vocabulary account 
for future literate success in life.

Supervisor of Elementary Curriculum, Ms. Danielle Murray played 
a large role in developing the new
program and coordinating the kick-off. “The Four Schools, One 
Book program promotes family literacy
and builds a community that establishes a culture for reading,” she 
said. “The school-wide reading
experience has students excited about books. Children are reading 
and discussing a book with parents,
teachers and other students, which creates positive impact on their 
reading skills. There is excitement in
the schools about the book, trivia questions, prizes, and Humphrey. 
The initiative encourages children to
read for fun, while creating a true learning community.”

Dr. George Steinhoff, Superintendent of Schools noted, “Penn-
Delco’s initial effort with Four Schools, One Book has exceeded 
our expectations. Owing primarily to the buy-in and leadership 
from our staff, and the partnership with our district parents, the 
program has excited students around the value of reading and 
attending to a great story. Our Reading Specialists did a terrific job 
selecting a book that has really held the attention of our students 
and will no doubt lead to greater anticipation for our second book 
which will be distributed in the late winter. Four Schools, One 
Book is a tangible sign to our commitment to building a culture and 
community that values literacy and reading.”
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In response to overwhelming parent and community 
input and in a continued effort to prepare our students 
for a successful future, Penn-Delco School District 
is excited to announce that its new expressive arts 
computer and technology classes will begin next week, 
Monday, December 7, 2015. For the past trimester, 
two Penn-Delco teachers, Mr. Christopher Gorniok 
and Mrs. Mindy Ross, have been developing an 
elementary technology class for our students in grades 
1-5. The new computers and technology special will 
introduce students to critically important computer and 
technology skills and ensure that our students leave the 
elementary school prepared to make purposeful use of 
existing informational and educational technologies 
at the secondary level. Mrs. Ross will be assigned 
to Parkside and Pennell, while Mr. Gorniok will be 
teaching at Aston and Coebourn.
 

The elementary technology class will teach 
foundational skills where students will learn 
computing and technology basics. Digital 
citizenship will focus on Internet safety, 
usernames and passwords, communicating 
effectively with technology, and the impact 
of a digital footprint. Keyboarding and word 
processing skills will be explicitly taught so 
that students can create and publish electronic 
documents. Excel and PowerPoint will be 
explored in order for students to create 
presentations and analyze data. Students will be 
taught Internet browsing and queries so that they 
can use the Internet for research. Students will 
also be introduced to computer science coding 
which emphasizes problem-solving skills, logic, 
and creativity. Mrs. Ross and Mr. Gorniok, the 
teachers of the Elementary Technology classes, 
will offer students technology that will later assist 
them as they move through their education. 
We anticipate that their curriculum will expand 
over time to also address emerging technologies 
such as 3-D printing and virtual instruction. 
Technology in the classroom will help students 
become capable users, information seekers, and 
more effective problem solvers.  

It is fitting that the first day of our new 
technology classes will correspond with National 
Computer Science Education Week. Penn-Delco 
is part of a growing movement to ensure that 21st 
century skills is not just a slogan, but something 
truly addressed in a meaningful way. Technology 
will replace guidance as an expressive arts class 
in the students’ schedules. School guidance 
counselors have reconfigured the guidance 
curriculum to ensure that topics previously 
covered in their class can be addressed through 
integration in other subjects, small and large-
group presentations, assemblies or through other 
co-teaching opportunities. We are pleased that 
each school will maintain its full-time guidance 
counselor to ensure that effective character 
education programs will continue, and we look 
forward to seeing the benefits of access to high-
quality technology instruction.

Mr. Gorniok stated, “It has been thrilling to 
offer students knowledge that is immediately 
applicable to their daily lives and then watch 
them apply it, usually followed by whoa!”

“IT HAS BEEN THRILLING TO 
OFFER STUDENTS KNOWLEDGE 

THAT IS IMMEDIATELY 
APPLICABLE TO THEIR DAILY 

LIVES AND THEN WATCH THEM 
APPLY IT, USUALLY FOLLOWED BY 

WHOA!”

Elementary Students Welcome New 
Computer and Technology Special 
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district highlights

Sun Valley Hall of Fame Honors 
New Inductees
Eight new inductees have been selected to enter the Sun Valley Distin-
guished Hall of Fame.  The honor reflects the impact the inductee had 
on Sun Valley during the years spent at the school as well as through 
their accomplishments thereafter.  In addition to the Hall of Fame 
Inductees, Sun Valley included a special recognition this year honoring 
the 1987 Girls 3200 Medley Relay State Champions.  

“We are so honored to have such a distinguished group of inductees 
this year,” stated Pete Donaghy, Sun Valley Principal.  “The Sun Valley 
Hall of Fame allows us to recognize those alumni and faculty that have 
show exceptional dedication to society and had major accomplishments 
in their careers. We are very proud of this group and so pleased to add 
them to the hall of fame.” 

A banquet was held to honor the inductees on Thursday, November 
12th at the Ballroom at Boothwyn where friends and family gathered 
to honor the elite group.  Plaques with the inductee’s picture and ac-
complishments were given to each honoree and a second plaque will be 
added to the Distinguished Hall of Fame at Sun Valley High School 

The 2015 Sun Valley Distinguished Hall of Fame inductees are: 
Ken Cage – Class of 1983
Linda J. Cook – Class of 1974
George Dargay – Class of 1969
Dr. Rick Dunlap – Class of 1978
Jeane Naef McNamara – Class of 1982
Jonathan G. Ross – Class of 1987
Christopher J. Savage – Class of 1982
Virginia “Ginny” Seleyo – Class of 1967

Special Recognition: The 1987 Indoor and Outdoor Track Girls 3200 M 
Relay Team – State Champions
Kristin Amey
Bonnie DiCicco
Kathy Evans
Jackie Lynch

During the October 28th meeting, 
The Penn-Delco Board of School 
Directors recognized Aston, Coebourn 
and Pennell elementary schools for 
being honored at the 22nd National 
Forum on Character Education by 
Character.org, a national advocate 
and leader for the character education 
movement. Aston, Coebourn and 
Pennell Elementary Schools were 
each named a 2015 National School of 
Character in May 2015. The Schools of 
Character program recognized Aston, 
Coebourn and Pennell as schools that 
have demonstrated their use of character 
development to drive a positive impact 
on academics, student behavior, and 
school climate.

As leaders of 2015 National Schools of 
Character, Aston principal, Ms. Susan 
Phillips, Coebourn Principal, Mr. Eric 
Kuminka, and Pennell Principal, Ms. 
Eileen Martin were invited to attend 
the 22nd National Forum on Character 
Education the weekend of October 15th 
in Atlanta, GA to receive their awards in 
person. They were also presented with 
the official National School of Character 
banner that will hang at each school.  

Three Penn-Delco Schools 
Honored at National 
Forum in Georgia
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Sun Valley Marching Vanguards Named 
State Champions

The Sun Valley High School Marching Vanguards took 
Gold at the Cavalcade of Bands State Championships 
on Saturday, November 14 in Hershey, Pa.  Their 
performance entitled “Witch and Famous,” won first 
place in the American Open Division of the Cavalcade 
of Bands, beating out 11 other groups including bands 
from Haverford, Marple Newtown and Methacton high 
schools.
 
The day started off early for the Vanguards, meeting at 
Sun Valley in the early hours of the morning to practice 
their routine before boarding the bus to Hershey.  Once 
they arrived at the stadium, they practiced their routine 
again and began to mentally prepare for what was 
ahead.  When it came time to choose their performance 
spot, they drew the undesirable #1.  However, they did 
not let this misfortune affect their performance.  They 
delivered an exceptional performance, earning the 
highest score ever achieved in Sun Valley marching 
band history of 96.1 and the title of State Champions 
in the American Open Division.  The group also won 
special awards for High Visual and Overall Effects.
 
“As a senior, I am so excited to have placed first at 
Championships,” stated Marching Vanguard member, 
Sydney Lamoureux. “It’s awesome to receive 
recognition for something that we all love and work 
so hard for. Finishing my high school marching band 
career as a state champion is the best feeling in the 
world. I’m grateful to have worked with such talented 
and dedicated musicians over the past four years, and 
I’ll really miss being a part of the band next year.”
 
It has been an incredible season for Sun Valley’s 
marching band, as they have placed first in every 
Cavalcade competition this season for a total of seven 
1st place wins.  Their season begins before the start of 
the school year. They practice outside Sun Valley in 
the final days of summer in order to have their routines 
in place for the first football game and the start of 
competition season.  Their schedule is packed, playing 
at football games, competing on the weekends and 
appearing in various parades throughout the year.  It is 
no doubt a huge commitment for all involved.
 

The Marching Vanguards are under the direction of Tim 
Pry, who has been Sun Valley’s music director for the last 
10 years.
 
Mr. Pry noted “In my 10 years as a director here at Sun 
Valley, I have never seen this band perform at the level 
they did at Championships this year. You always want the 
kids to have their best performance be the one that counts 
in the end.  These kids did just that.  When it counted, they 
pulled out all the stops and left everything they had to 
give on the field.  I’m so proud of these kids.  It has been 
a truly wonderful season working with the students, the 
instructional staff, and the parent group in putting together 
such a fun and entertaining show.”
 
Sun Valley’s Marching Band has now placed in the top 
three for the last four years at the Cavalcade of Bands State 
Championships.  The last time Sun Valley has won a state 
championship for marching band was in 1981. 
 
Sun Valley Principal, Mr. Pete Donaghy noted “I am 
so proud of the student members and directors of the 
Marching Vanguards, and now State Champions! The 
amount of work this group puts into their season, it is 
no surprise to me that they brought home the gold this 
year.  The talent, spirit and dedication that these students 
possess are what allow this group to achieve greatness.  
The Marching Vanguards are an outstanding example of 
the high quality students and programs we have here at Sun 
Valley.”



The Vanguards defeated Chichester in this year’s 
Turkey Bowl. They beat Chi 20-7 in the exciting 
match up held on Thanksgiving Day. Congratulations 
to the entire team! 

This Turkey bowl was extra special because Sun 
Valley High School and Chichester High school 
came together to welcome Cameron McCarthy and 
her family to the game. Cameron is a 2nd grader 
at Pennell Elementary and has courageously been 
battling a rare form of bone cancer. Cameron and 
her brother Matthew McCarthy were made honorary 
captains of the 2015 Turkey Bowl. 

Players from both teams wore light blue  
#TeamCameron stickers on their helmets and were 
pleased to have Cameron and Matthew participate in 
the opening coin toss. Special markings were added 
to the field including a light blue “50” at the 50-yard 
line and a special light blue “C” for Cameron. The 
student sections from both schools gave Cameron and 
her brother a standing ovation as they took to the field 
for the coin toss. It was a great day of football and a 
great way to honor a special little girl and help raise 
awareness for pediatric cancer.

The Penn-Delco School District Board of Directors 
recently completed a bond refunding transaction which 
will save the district approximately $650,000.

The Board passed a resolution to allow Penn-Delco’s 
financial advisor, Boenning and Scattergood, Inc., to begin 
the development of a finance plan to investigate potential 
savings through a bond refunding. The bond refunding 
would take advantage of lower interest rates and reduce 
the district’s overall debt service.

The school board later adopted a parameters resolution 
that defined the minimum savings the school district 
would require before entering into a bond refunding. At 
that time the potential savings associated with the district’s 
2010 bond series was estimated at $600,000.

In December, Boenning and Scattergood marketed the 
district’s bonds and were able to issue bonds with a 
savings exceeding the original estimate and totaling 
approximately $650,000. The savings will be primarily 
distributed over the next two years in the form of lower 
interest payments for the district.

Dr. George Steinhoff, Superintendent of Schools, stated, 
“We are of course pleased with the savings that will accrue 
as the result of the refinancing through bond refunding. 
Proactively responding to more advantageous funding 
opportunities is the right thing to do for our district 
taxpayers and helps limited funds go a longer way for our 
schools and programs. The School Board and Business 
Office did an excellent job with this refunding”.
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District to Save $650,000 
through Bond Refunding

Vanugaurds Win Turkey Bowl 
and Support #TeamCameron



Penn-Delco  also welcomes Mr. Patrick Crater as the district’s new 
Athletic Director.  Appointed to the position during the board of 
school directors study session on November 18, Crater took on the 
post previously held by Mr. Joel Alutius, who transfered to Northley 
Middle School as an Assistant Principal.
 
Mr. Crater most recently was the Health and Physical Education 
teacher at Haverford High School, a position he held since 2006.  
Prior to this position, he served in the Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard and was the youth sports director for the Reading and Berks 
County YMCA.     

Crater is a seasoned educator with solid athletic administrative 
experience including budget management, game and facility 
management, score reporting, communication with coaches, safety, 
and recruiting.  His expertise in athletics management will certainly 
be an asset to the Penn-Delco athletic program.   

Crater has received advance certifications from Cabrini College and 
West Chester University in educational leadership, supervision and 
administration.  He has held numerous coaching positions at the 
high school level and is a member of the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Directors Association and the National Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association. 

Dr. George Steinhoff, Penn-Delco Superintendent of Schools 
noted, “I’m thrilled to have Patrick Crater join the Penn Delco 
administrative team as our new Athletic Director. Pat’s ability to 
detail and outline specific steps leading to an exemplary athletic 
program was impressive. His experience is ideal and I look forward 
to seeing him work with our student athletes, coaches, booster 
groups, and parents to make Sun Valley and Northley athletics the 
best possible experience for our students.”
 
Looking forward to his new position at Penn-Delco, Crater 
states, “It is with much enthusiasm that I join the Penn-Delco 
School District.  I’ve had the opportunity to meet with school and 
community leaders, and I really appreciate their commitment to 
education and dedication to the growth of their athletic programs.  
I am eager to get started, and excited to meet the rest of the 
staff, students, and community members.   I am looking forward 
to connecting Penn-Delco’s athletic programs at all levels and 
providing the leadership to help student-athletes have success on 
and off the field.  I am grateful for this wonderful opportunity.”

Penn-Delco welcomes Ms. Regina McClure as the district’s new 
Director of Special Education and Pupil Services.  McClure was 
appointed to the position during a special meeting of the board 
of school directors on October 5th, McClure will take on the post 
previously held by Ms. Teresa Carvajal, who took a position with 
the Delaware County Intermediate Unit.

Prior to this position, she was the supervisor of special education 
in the Downingtown Area School District, a position she held 
since 2013.  She also worked in the Haverford Township School 
District as an emotional support teacher for 14 years and worked 
as a teacher for the Devereux Foundation rounding out her 29 
years as an educator in public and private school systems.     
 
McClure is a committed educator with a stellar track record 
in fostering a culture which supports both student learning 
and teacher development. As supervisor of special education 
in Downingtown, she revamped the district’s gifted support 
services to align with curriculum and PA core standards, boosted 
scores of high achieving students, planned numerous staff 
development sessions, and streamlined programs and procedures 
to meet all learners needs. As an emotional support teacher, 
she pioneered an emotional support program from the ground 
up, integrating differentiated instruction and positive behavior 
strategies.  She boosted test scores by two levels in one year 
earning high accolades from the district and community.   
 
McClure has received advance certifications from Cabrini 
College and Immaculata in special education, supervision and 
administration.  Her experience and expertise in improving 
educational performance through vision, leadership and team 
building will be of great value to Penn-Delco.  She has a 
high-level of knowledge on educational trends and issues and 
is a strong proponent of educational literacy and restorative 
practices. 
 
Dr. George Steinhoff, Penn-Delco Superintendent of Schools 
noted, “The district is thrilled to have a highly-skilled Special 
Education administrator such as Mrs. McClure join our district. 
Her experiences in the Haverford and Downingtown Area 
School District’s served to be ideal for the work she will do 
leading our Special Education and Pupil Services department. 
In addition to her experience in the field of Special Education, 
she brings a wealth of knowledge regarding Gifted and Talented 
Educational services, and Effective Instructional Supports, which 
will provide added value to the position.”
 
Looking forward to her new position at Penn-Delco, McClure 
states, “It is an honor to join the Penn-Delco family. I am eager 
to begin working alongside the dedicated, enthusiastic, and hard-
working individuals that make up this wonderful community.  
My 29 years of classroom experience have taught me the value 
of collaboration and building supports to strengthen the services 
for all students.  I look forward to the opportunity to work 
alongside the current leadership team and faculty to continue to 
strengthen the social, emotional, and educational services for all 
Penn-Delco students.”

PDSD Welcomes Two 
New Administrators
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Pedd-Delco Students Celebrate the 
Season by Giving Back 

Students across the district celebrated Red Ribbon Week! 
Red Ribbon Week is an alcohol, tobacco and other drug and 
violence prevention awareness campaign observed annually 
in October. Students participated in various themed days to 
bring awareness to the message, “Respect yourself. Be drug 
free.”

Students Celebrate Red Ribbon Week

A group of Sun Valley freshman completed a “pay 
it forward” assignment right before winter break. 
The students organized a toy drive for the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia and delivered the toys right 
before the holidays. The students in the photo from 
left to right are: Gia Darpino, Megan Grant, Savannah 
West, Frankie Wingender, Wakila Richardson, India 
Jarmon, Keziah Thomas, Shianne Hunt, Reanna 
Ferraccio, Brianna Payne, and Shakyyia Tribbey. Not 
in attendance, but who organized the drive, is Madison 
Liss.

Parkside student council recently held their annual food drive 
for City Team. City team is an organization based in Chester that 
supplies food to families in need for Thanksgiving. City Team 
headed to Parkside to pick up the food donation where student 
council members and student council adviser Mrs. Irving helped 
load the boxes and bags of food on the truck. 

Aston Elementary students stand next to their 
“Warmth Tree” decorated with the hats, gloves and 
scarves they collected and will donate to families in 
need this winter season. They also held a toy drive to 
benefit other children this holiday.

Pennell Elementary Student Council made a 
difference this holiday season by collecting toys for 
the Toys For Tots organization. 



The Penn-Delco School District celebrated 
American Education Week, November 16 - 20. 
Each of our four elementary schools welcomed 
the families of our students to an open house 
where they enjoyed a hands-on experience of 
what a day at school is like for our students. 
This initiative is designed to spotlight the 
impact parental involvement has on student 
achievement and confidence.

Penn-Delco Celebrates 
American Education Week

The students in the Community Based Instruction 
program at Northley have been preparing for their 
first Thanksgiving feast for over a month now. 
They developed a menu, shopping list, discussed 
appropriate table manners, and followed recipes 
to make all the menu items from scratch. In 
preparation for their own Thanksgiving festivities, 
students practiced social skills such as setting 
a table properly, preparing and setting up food 
stations, finding their name on place cards, and 
conversing with other guests. In class, students 
have been discussing the meaning of Thanksgiving 
and before dinner, each student and staff member 
shared what he or she was thankful for. It was a 
great success and students and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves!

The students in the Life Skills Program at Sun Valley 
held their annual Thanksgiving feast on Tuesday, 
November 24. The students prepared the classic 
Thanksgiving fixings including turkey, stuffing, 
cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, and 
green beans.  They prepared the food from scratch with 
the help of students from the Peer Buddy Program and 
students in Ms. Kaskela’s classes. Students learned to 
work together in order to prepare and serve the meal. 
Teachers and staff stopped in for lunch where students 
prepared their plate, brought them their drinks, and 
delivered pumpkin pie for dessert!

Sun Valley Students Serve-up a 
Thanksgiving Feast

NMS Students Prepare a 
Turkey Dinner
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Excellence in Athletics

Derrick Stephenson brings home the 
first ever Sun Valley Chester County 
Championship title for the High Jump. 
Way to go Derrick! Also Haweh Kwaidah 
was the highest placing freshman in the 
girls long jump and Natalie Novotni had a 
personal record in the 3000 meter run! 

The Sun Valley Cheerleaders hosted 
Cheer with Us Night! Nearly 100 K-8th 
graders attended the clinic on October 
30th in the Sun Valley gymnasium where 
they were taught a routine by members 
of the Sun Valley Cheer Squad. They 
performed what they learned at the 
Sun Valley Varsity football game on 
the track until halftime that evening. In 
addition to the clinic and performance, 
the cheerleaders celebrated a “PINK 
OUT” night. They started a fundraiser for 
breast cancer awareness last year selling 
“FIGHT LIKE A VANGUARD” shirts. 
Their goal was to have as many students 
in attendance wear pink to support breast 
cancer awareness. It was a fantastic 
evening for everyone involved!

SVHS Hosts Cheer With Us Night
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Congratulations to Kate Lannon on scoring 1000 career 
points. Kate reached the milestone during the January 
9th game against Chester. Kate had eight to go at the 
start of the game and hit her 1000th career point before 
half-time. Many of Kate’s family and friends were on 
hand to celebrate this outstanding achievement. The 
Vanguards went on to beat Chester 52-41. Lannon is 
the ninth Sun Valley girls player to hit the milestone in 
school history. Kate is currently a junior at Sun Valley 
and has a very bright future ahead of her. 

Lannon Reaches 1000 Career Points

Indoor Track News

For up-to-date information, news, 
scheduleing and cancelations for Sun 
Valey and Northley athletics, follow 
the Sun Valley Athletics Department on 
twitter @svvanguards.

Follow Sun Valley 
Athletics



Excellence in Arts

Parkside and Pennell 
artists studied Portrait 
of Adele Bloch Bauer 
by Gustav Klimt. 
They used his use 
of line and shape as 
inspiration for their 
portraits.
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Four Sun Valley Music students have made it into District Festivals and 
were selected for the PMEA District Honor Choir and District Honor Band. 
Congratualtions to Kaitlin McCoombs – Soprano, Gianni Palmarini – Tenor, 
Jacqueline Scheck – Alto, and Ryan Schmidt - Trumpet

The students auditioned in front of a group of judges and were scored on 
various categories. They went up against students from schools in Chester 
and Delaware counties. Some of our students auditioned against 40 other 
students. At the end of the day the top students were invited to participate in 
the District Honor Choir and Band Festivals. 

At the Festivals the students rehearse a selection of music from Thursday 
evening through Saturday and give a concert on Saturday afternoon. They 
will  also be given a chance to audition for the Regional Festival. 

The District Honor Band Festival is January 28-30 at Phoenixville Area 
High School and the District Honor Choir Festival is February 4-6 at 
Unionville High School. 

PMEA is the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association which is a 
statewide nonprofit organization of over 4,500 music educators dedicated 
to promoting the musical development of all Pennsylvanians. Throughout 
the year they hold several different band and choral festivals which include 
district, region and state festivals along with large group assessments. 

The Parkside and Pennell Choirs won the Elementary Division in the 93.7 
WSTW Christmas Caroling Contest. They had to most votes in all three 
divisions. The “Wakeup Crew” announced Parkside and Pennell as the 
winners on 93.7 during their morning show. 

Along with a check for $500, the choirs were featured at A.I. duPont 
Hospital for Children on Thursday, December 17. They sang their winning 
song as well as other holiday selections and carols for the children at duPont 
Hospital. 

Elementary Art Corner

Four Students Selected for PMEA District Festivals

Parkside & Pennel Choirs Win Caroling Contest

Aston and Coebourn learned about the life 
and art of abstract artist, Wassily Kandinsky.

Aston and Coebourn 
learned about landscapes 
and seascapes and the idea 
that such artworks don’t 
always have to be realistic- 
they can be a little different 
and abstract. 

Aston and 
Coebourn 
learned about 
the Koru plant 
from New 
Zealand.

The art of Canadian artist, Sandra Silberzweig, 
was the inspiration for artists from 2nd grade 
at Parkside and Pennell. 

Artists in 1st grade at 
Parkside and Pennell 
explored different 
types of line and 
what happens when 
lines connect to make 
shapes.



Elementary Art Corner
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In our continuing efforts to go paperless, 
improve efficiency, and extend our outreach 
to the Aston, Brookhaven, and Parkside 
communities, Penn-Delco has created an 
electronic Community Bulletin Board 
on the district website located under the 
“Community” tab.
 
The bulletin board will replace the 
distribution of hard copy flyers in the schools 
and is intended for use by our community 
public and non-profit organizations to provide 
families with information about upcoming 
events and opportunities in the community. 
Penn-Delco School District will not post 
information from for-profit organizations on 
its website.
 
This webpage will be accessible to the public 
at large via links on each school’s webpage 
under site shortcuts as well as the district’s 
main webpage under community.
 

Community Page E-Alerts
To receive alerts when information, events, 
and fundraisers are added to the community 
bulletin board, subscribe to the community 
page under My Account after you sign in on 
pdsd.org.

Electronic Community 
Bulletin Board

This is the 10th year Penn-Delco is participating in the Scholastic Reading 
Counts program! Penn-Delco encourages all our young readers to continue 
reading as part this outstanding program as they strive to reach their personal 
and school goals!
 
Reading Counts is designed to create lifelong readers by surrounding students 
with a wide variety of leveled literature and nonfiction texts in the classroom, 
in the school library, and at home. Students may choose an independent book 
and when finished, take a ten question computerized quiz on the book. Seven 
out of the ten questions must be answered correctly in order for the students 
to pass the quiz. The total number of words for the books read will be tracked 
throughout the year. If the book is not part of a Reading Counts quiz, students 
may write a summary of the book to receive credit.
 
Good luck to all of our schools and students on reaching their word goals for 
the year! Let’s make this 10th year the best one yet!

Penn-Delco Celebrates 10th Year with 
Reading Counts


